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We collect the water between when the sunrays hit the north 


edge of our village to when they begin to barely singe the 
thatched roof of the Anda House. It's been getting harder to 


keep up recently, 


and I'm sure it's because Kholi’s eyes have begun 
I mean—he seems confident. But he always seems 
confident—and he always needs humbling. I'd slow us down 
on purpose just so the roof can burn and he could get in 


trouble. Maybe it'd just be easier to punch him in the face. 


Suraa! Myraben narrowed her eyes at me with a sharp jerk of 
her head. I met her gaze and shrugged, chin-up. What? I 
blinked a few times and smiled thinly. Don't you dare bare 
your teeth. We are here for not much longer. The river spills 
easily this cycle. 

I squinted my eyes. I didn't expect her to scold me over that. 
Kholi keeps flaking on going to the archives to use his bird 
eyes—I caught her hands still for a second—he's probably 
overusing them...what? 

I told him to stop going to the archives. 

What? Why? If it's because we're reading about "India —" 

Do not say that word! Her hands plunged into the water, the 
force constraining my hands down in the rippling. I tensed, 
eventually melting into a steady vibration, able to pull my 
hands to hover again. They stung. 

You do as I say. Let rest. | stifled the urge to roll my eyes. She 
knows I'm only going to the archives so much because she 
won't pass down her memory-relic. Some of the other 

collectors were watching us curiously, aware something had 


happened, but not able to grasp exactly what. 


Once we finished, we began our way back to the city in M silence. 


Yes, Suraa? 
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You can't force it. 
Why not? Am I not ready? 
It's not that you are not ready. 


Then what? 


I am afraid. It is heavy. If one of your answers to conflict or 

upset is to punch people in the face, I am afraid of what you 

will do with this memory-relic unblocked. My breath hitched. 

She's never said that she's afraid of me. I wouldn't actually punch him! 


It is still a response. 


You know I wouldn't punch him. I'm just annoyed at him. 

It is not about him. You will live with this memory-relic forever. 
It will be painful to be around people who do not have it 
unblocked. Pain will seep out of you. You have good intentions, 
Suraa. But there is so much blood and violence. You do not 
know where to put that. It could poison the water. 

I can sense that “India” brings a lot of fear for her. It feels 
like a festering, a fear of something returning, or something 
lingering. Surely the water holds more grief than any of us 
possibly can. Maybe it can handle the poison. 

Flames are the only fate for countries bent on violence. I know 
you know about “India” and “Israel.” Our jobs as water 


collectors are to steep and cool the land. We do not let the 


inflammation erupt. 
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Sometimes I feel that I want to build a RADICAL FUTURE. Other 
times that feels hopeless and I want to preserve this money-life 
while I still can. 


Everyone is secretly rich. It is illegal to laugh and it is a burden to be 
here. My complexes have complexes. The pearls of wisdom are 
littering the floor but I have no basket with which to pick them up. I 
feel bad but not bad enough. 


I feel good but not good enough. I think about a RADICAL 
FUTURE. Are you still there, God? It's me, Margaret. When I was 
a child, my father told me my cat went to heaven. Then the next 
day he said that, actually, nobody knows what happens after 
anybody dies, including my cat. I was spitting mad. 


I am financially non-catastrophic. In fact I am quite financially 
sustainable. What if I had a trust fund? Would it make me a better 
person? Will my mother work until she keels over, 86 and decrepit, 
on the job? I want to buy my mom a house. It feels centering, like 
meditation. I have a binary perception of nothing, hand-to-God-on- 
my-momma, except for everything about myself and my abilities and 
my body and my clothing choices. I want to establish a regime. I want 
to start over from scratch and do it right this time. Nobody can call 
themselves anything. 


When the last terrible evil figure in my life told me he wanted to run 
away to a cabin in the woods and never speak to anyone ever again I 
was spitting mad. For me it is hard to sympathize with inability. 


What happens if my body gives out? I want a RADICAL 
FUTURE. I can't even imagine myself less a couple square 
inches of flesh. It's impossible for me to un-tether myself from 
Google Calendar. I know that it's possible because other people 
tell me so. 


Maybe I will run away to a cabin in the woods and never speak 
to anyone ever again and shave my head. I do not think it 
would help. 
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